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ABSTRACT

The Warring States Period is an era of the social chaos and the competition.
The Vassals of the states recruited the talents to reform, trying to strengthen the
power of the country in order to get the victory of the annexation war. The various
factions presented different advice of reform in response to the needs of the
governors of the states. From the remarks of Mencius to the ideologies, Xu Xing,
Mozi, and Yang Zhu, we can realize that although the each ideology contains
people-oriented ideology, they all focus on “nourishing the people”, and there are
few advocates about the moral culture such as “people with goodness” and
“educating the people”. In comparison, Mencius’ people-oriented ideology is rich
in contents and has the unique features.

The Mencius’ advocate that the people are precious originated his firmly belief
of the inheritance of the previous kings, and he proposed the theory of the innate
goodness as the foundation. From the saint to saint inheritance of the context of the
Confucian orthodoxy, he expressed the connotations of his people-oriented
ideology. In terms of the formation of the theory, the theory of the innate goodness
originated from Confucius’ ideology of the benevolence. After the investigation of
the Zisi school of thought, benevolence-internal and righteousness-external, Wu
Xing originated from the internal consciousness and evolved to the Mencius’
advocate that the benevolence, the righteousness, the courtesy, and the wisdom root
in the heart, and he further affirmed the kindness that the people are born with.
Therefore, the Mencius’ people-oriented ideology takes “the good nature” and
“people are good” as the core, and he advocates that the administrator should value
the good nature that everyone has and expands his own conscience, and the
administration should be people-oriented, letting people take care of their parents
and bury them without regrets, and the life and the property are safeguarded. On
this basis, Mencius further emphasized that the administrators should lead by
example and induced the people to expand and save their possessed good nature

and achieve the society where the benevolence and the righteousness are good. In



this way, the administrators will achieve the kingcraft and rule the world, and the
social order will be restored. On the contrary, if the baronage is cruel and tyrannical,
Mencius advocates that the people could replace them with a benevolent person
based on the good nature. From this, we can see that the Mencius’ people-oriented
ideology highlights that “the people are good” is the foundation and the source of
the value of the social order, and it is the core of his ideology.

Although the advocate of Mencius was not adopted by the kings in the Warring
States Period, the meaning of his ideology that transcends the time has a great
impact on posterity, especially the modern Chinese society. The study mainly
makes an example of Wang Anshi, who promotes the Xining Reform Movement in
Northern Song Dynasty, Huang Zongxi, who writes Waiting for the Dawn in the
Ming-Qing transition period, and Sun Yat-sen, who overthrows the Qing
authoritarian regimes in the end of Qing Dynasty. The study separately investigated
their own inheritance and innovation from the content and features of the Mencius’
people-oriented ideology to form the self-thought assertion, and then it
demonstrates the historical impact and value of Mencius' people-oriented ideology.
Specifically, Wang Anshi affirmed that the people have the influence about the fall
or the rise of the country and he advocated that the country should be
people-oriented. Huang Zongxi affirmed that people are the key to the society’s
development and progress. He advocated that the emperor and his ministers and all
the set of the decrees and system should be beneficial to the people as the priority.
The “Three Principle of the People”, which is advocated by Sun Yat-sen, combines
the ideologies such as Mencius’ theory of the good nature, people are more
important than the emperor, being rich before the teaching, and it further practices
the orientation of people and forms a democratic country. Thereby it clarifies
Mencius' People-oriented ideology contains "people are good" as the core value,
which shows the enduring spiritual strength.

Key Words: Mencius, People-oriented, the Innate Goodness of Human Nature,
People with Goodness, Kingcraft
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